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LACK OF FUNDING HOLDS KIWIS BACK FROM ACHIEVING DREAMS 

 

More than half (51%) of New Zealanders have been held back from achieving their dreams 

due to a lack of funding, according to a new survey conducted by AMP.  This announcement 

comes as AMP has launched its $200,000 AMP ‘Do Your Thing’ Scholarship programme for 

2014. 

 

The other key issues holding Kiwis back from pursuing their dreams was not knowing where 

or how to start (37%), fear (35%), family (27%), time (20%) or work commitments (17%). 

 

Jeff Ruscoe, Chief Customer Officer, at AMP says: “We don’t want money to be an obstacle 

for talented people who want to achieve their dreams.  With $200,000 available we hope this 

will go some way to eliminating some of the barriers for passionate and determined Kiwis to 

start making their goal a reality.” 

 

The survey also revealed that more than two thirds of New Zealanders (69%) have pursued 

a dream or significant goal and age didn’t seem to be a barrier – with 65% saying any age is 

ideal to achieve a dream.  43% Kiwis also say the wider New Zealand public would benefit 

from their dream, if they were to go on and achieve it. 

 

“Most people, at some stage in their life have a dream.  No matter what age, or point people 

are in in life, we want to encourage everyone to do their thing and turn their dreams into a 

reality”, continues Ruscoe.  

 

Of those that had achieved a dream, 59% say family support was a crucial factor that 

allowed them to do it. Over half (51%) say time is also important, as is having access to 

financial assistance / funding (41%). Surprisingly, friend’s encouragement wasn’t as high on 

the priority list, with just 27% saying it was. Other popular comments shared include: 

“determination”, “persistence” and “hard work” – words that resonate with most Kiwis. 

 

Results also showed Kiwis are most inspired by their friends (51%), parents (33%), 

colleagues (29%) and famous New Zealanders (28%). 

 

Ruscoe concludes: “The survey shows just how inspirational and determined Kiwis are and 

we want to encourage as many people as possible who have a dream to go ahead and 

apply for an AMP Scholarship.”  

 

The survey also asked Kiwis if they could follow their dreams now and do something they felt 

passionate about, what they would do – more unusual answers included: being an astronaut; 

an event manager running the Grammy’s; to develop the sport of synchronised swimming in 
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New Zealand to get a team to the Olympics; develop a block of land and plant almonds, 

timber trees and raise organic poultry; collect older BMWs; and continue to play a round of 

golf on all New Zealand golf courses. 

 

This year applications for AMP ‘Do Your Thing’ Scholarships are open until 16 September. 

 

www.doyourthing.co.nz 

 

ENDS 

Prepared on behalf of AMP ‘Do Your Thing’ Scholarships programme by the pr shop. For more 

information or images, please contact Lindsay Stanley on lindsay@theprshop.co.nz or 09 360 0385. 

 

Notes to Editor: 

 

About ‘Do Your Thing’: 

 
 AMP ‘Do Your Thing’ applications are open from 21 July 2014 until 16 September 2014. 

 Applications for AMP ‘Do Your Thing’ Scholarships must be made through the online 

Application Form located at www.doyourthing.co.nz.  

 In order to be eligible for AMP Scholarships you must be an individual (not a group).  You 

must also be a New Zealand citizen or permanent resident and you must not have been 

ordinarily residing outside of New Zealand for more than five years as at the date of your 

Application. 

 If you are under 18 years of age you must have the consent of your parent(s) or legal 

guardian(s) to apply. 

 You are not eligible to apply for any AMP Scholarship if you have previously won an AMP 

Scholarship of any kind before. 

 In total, there are 11 National Scholarships available – each consists of one payment of up to 

a maximum of amount of $10,000. 

 Full terms & conditions can be found on www.doyourthing.co.nz  

 

About AMP: 

 

 AMP is a leading wealth management and insurance provider in the New Zealand 

marketplace and has been supporting the financial welfare of customers for 160 years 

 Our customers hold more than 870,000 investment, savings and insurance products 

 AMP has one of the largest networks of advisers in New Zealand  

 AMP is the only default KiwiSaver provider with both a ‘silver’ rating from Morningstar and a 5 

Star Canstar Award 

 AMP has more than 258,000 KiwiSaver Scheme members and more than $3 billion funds 

under management, equating to around 16% market share 

 We’ve awarded more than $1.8 million in the last 16 years through our AMP Foundation  

 In 2013 we: 

o helped more than 1,800 kiwis buy their first home through KiwiSaver 

o paid out $46.75 million in general insurance claims  

o supported approximately 73,000 New Zealanders who were unable to work because 

of an injury or illness by paying out nearly $9 million in income protection insurance 

o wrote $644 million in new mortgages, and  

o provided advice over the phone to more than 150,000 New Zealanders – more than 

400 people per day. 
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